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Inspection judgements 
 
Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 
 
� The headteacher, proprietors and senior staff have taken robust and successful steps 

to improve the school over the last three years. They have established a culture of 
high aspirations and secured provision of good quality. The proprietors and senior 
leaders are fully aware of what the school still needs to do to ensure outstanding 
provision. 

� During this time, the proprietors and staff have positively approached and successfully 
tackled the weaknesses identified at the 2014 inspection. The proprietors have 
commissioned high-quality external support and advice from specialist advisers and 
consultants, which has ensured that the school continues to improve. In addition, they 
have recruited new teachers, made new leadership appointments and reorganised 
staff responsibilities. These actions have ensured that all the independent school 
standards are met. 

� The innovative and stimulating curriculum is enriched further by the extensive range 
of extra-curricular activities. The curriculum successfully balances academic subjects 
with physical, technological, creative and outdoor pursuits. In line with the school’s 
aims, these opportunities prepare pupils well to be global citizens. The programme for 
careers education and guidance ensures that pupils are well informed and prepared 
for the next stage of their education. The rich music and sports programmes are very 
effective in helping pupils achieve excellent performances at both individual and team 
levels. 

� Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is promoted extremely well 
across the curriculum. Outings to places of interest, together with the regular 
residential visits to Switzerland, help pupils to appreciate how people from different 
cultures, faiths, backgrounds and those with characteristics that are protected in law, 
contribute to life in modern Britain. These activities, together with the many after-
school pursuits, further enrich pupils’ experience and promote equality well.  

� Parents were unanimous in their support for the school’s work in educating their 
children. Of those parents who responded to Ofsted’s online questionnaire, Parent 
View, almost all would recommend the school to another parent. As one parent 
reported, reflecting the views of many, ‘Hill House is a happy school with old-
fashioned values and charming pupils.’ 

� Staff at all levels are very positive about the many training opportunities available to 
them. They work together in subject teams and they are all involved in observing each 
other’s teaching and in sharing good ideas. 

� Effective training and appraisal arrangements have enabled staff to improve their 
teaching. Leaders are increasingly effective and rigorous in checking the quality of 
teaching. However, leaders acknowledge that the staff training and development 
programme still requires some further fine tuning, to ensure that the quality of 
teaching has maximum impact on pupils’ progress.  

� In May 2017, leaders introduced a new assessment system designed to track pupils’ 
progress across all subject areas. Currently, the system provides detailed information 
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� Pupils know how to keep themselves safe. Those who discussed the subject with 
inspectors say that they feel safe because the different buildings are secure, and they 
feel happy and confident in approaching their teachers if they are worried about 
anything. Pupils have a good understanding of the different types of bullying, 
including racist and homophobic bullying. Those who spoke with inspectors said that 
bullying is rare and, if it does occur, it is dealt with quickly by teachers. The school�¶s 
records indicate that bullying is extremely rare.  

 
-%./0()1+ *
 
� The behaviour of pupils is outstanding. 
� In classrooms and around the school, pupils are polite, friendly and well mannered, 

showing respect for each other and their teachers. They have very positive attitudes 
to learning and work together extremely well. 

� The very helpful rewards system motivates pupils to adopt the highest standards of 
behaviour. The high expectations of staff and their effective management of 
classroom activities ensure that poor behaviour is extremely rare. 

� Pupils attend school regularly. When asked why they enjoy school, several pupils said 
that they love being there because they enjoy all the many exciting opportunities 
available to them. 

 
21'&)3%#*4)+*$1$(5# * 6))7 *

 
� Because they are well taught, pupils in all year groups make good progress in 

acquiring knowledge and skills. They are well prepared for the next stage of their 
education. In 2017, pupils aged 11 and 13 successfully passed entrance examinations 
and all gained places in competitive fields at independent secondary schools. 

� The school�¶s information indicates that a large majority of pupils achieve standards 
that are above expectations for their ages in English, mathematics and science. Pupils�¶ 
work across a wide range of subjects is typically of a high standard.  

� Pupils from different minority ethnic backgrounds make the same good progress as 
others. So, too, do those who have special educational needs (SEN) and/or disabilities, 
from their starting points. This is because staff know them well and plan stimulating 
activities that motivate them and help them to overcome barriers to learning.   

� Pupils read very well. Teachers skillfully incorporate appropriate phonics teaching to 
ensure that all pupils make strong progress in their reading skills at key stages 1, 2 
and 3. Attractive displays in classrooms and around the school are rich in language. 
Together with the well-stocked library, they help pupils to develop a love of reading.  

� Pupils write well for different purposes. Overall, standards of presentation are good 
and pupils take pride in using accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar in their 
writing.  

� The school�¶s information shows that pupils�¶ skills in mathematics are also strong and 
develop well during their time there. Interesting problem-solving activities deepen 
pupils�¶ understanding of mathematical concepts, and engage their interest because 
they are often related to real-life situations. 
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